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I WAYAN SUARDANA 

Bhuwana Sakti | 2023 | 140 x 55 x 45 cm | Hanao wood 



Review of the Art Work “Bhuwana Sakti” 

Artist : I Wayan Suardana 

Curator : Jang Shin Jeung, MA (South Korea) 

 

The Sacred Balinese Cosmos 

Bali is a beautiful, unique, and sacred island—deeply immersed in ceremonial life. There is not a 

day without a religious ritual, from the simplest to the grandest. The frequency of these ceremonies 

makes the Balinese universe, often referred to as “Bhuwana”, profoundly sacred and blessed. In 

Balinese cosmology, there are two types of Bhuwana: Bhuwana Agung (the macrocosm or 

universe) and Bhuwana Alit (the microcosm or the self). Bhuwana Agung is seen as the source of 

life for Bhuwana Alit (humankind), and thus, humans are obligated to preserve and care for it. 

In addition to frequent ceremonies held throughout the natural world (Bhuwana Agung), every 

direction and space is believed to be inhabited by powerful and sacred deities, giving rise to the 

term “Bhuwana Sakti”—the powerful cosmos. 

I Wayan Suardana – A Creative Academic Artist 

The essence of an artist lies in creating—constantly producing and innovating new forms. I Wayan 

Suardana embodies this drive. He is often restless, full of emotion and creative energy, eager to 

explore ideas and concepts that he translates into new, unique, and captivating works of art. 

Suardana actively conducts explorations in rural areas rich in ancient and historical artifacts. These 

exploratory journeys into the "Bhuwana" serve as an initial spark in his creative process. 

Drawing from his deep experience as a traditional community leader involved in religious and 

customary activities, Suardana possesses a wealth of religious and sacred ideas. This wellspring 

of inspiration often stirs his creative unrest, compelling him to seek the right materials for his art. 

Suardana has an exceptional talent for transforming seemingly useless objects into pieces of high 

value. For instance, an unused bamboo slit drum (kentongan) was refined and adorned with 

mystical motifs: sacred carvings of the faces of Tri Murti—Lord Brahma, Vishnu, and Ciwa. 

LLordLord Shiva—who are the supreme trinity in Hinduism. 



A Master of Woodcarving 

In Bhuwana Sakti, Suardana showcases his mastery in the art of woodcarving. His carving skills 

are precise, his strokes sharp yet refined, and his works possess a distinct character. Though the 

facial features in the sculpture are rendered in a simplified manner, they radiate a strong aura, 

spirit, and depth—imbuing the work with profound taksu (spiritual essence). The strength of this 

taksu can be seen in the assertive and exacting carving technique. The unembellished but detailed 

execution gives life to the faces of the sacred and powerful deities. 

Visually, Bhuwana Sakti carries significant artistic weight—not only through its expert carving 

but also in its finishing. Suardana has remarkable finishing skills, able to transform a new creation 

into one that appears antique and timeless. The successful application of finishing techniques—

such as subtle coloring and powder texturing—contributes to the impression of an aged, venerable 

artifact. 

Suardana skillfully blends ideas and concepts rooted in local wisdom, evolving them into 

contemporary artworks laden with philosophical values. Drawing from fundamental Hindu 

concepts such as Sekala-Niskala (seen and unseen realms), Purusa-Pradana (soul and matter), 

Lingga-Yoni (male-female symbolism), and Rwa Bhineda (duality), he expresses these in a 

modern artistic language. The result is a new, artistic, and meaningful creation—an outstanding 

achievement that affirms Suardana’s stature as an academic artist. 
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